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PASS USIA FOR IOP/M 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: PFOR, ZA, AF, XI, XF 

SUB J : AFRO-ARAB SUMMIT: ZAMBIAN EDITORIAL COMMENT 

1 . TIMES OF ZAMBIA EDITORIAL OF MARCH 7 CRITICIZES ARAB OIL 
PRODUCERS FOR INADEQUATE AID IN THE PAST AND ARGUES THAT OIL 
PRODUCERS OUT OF SELF INTEREST SHOULD BE GENEROUS IN AID ALLOTED 
TO AFRICAN COUNTIRES. PRINCIPAL POINTS MADE IN THE EDITORIAL 
ARE AS FOLLOWS. 

—AFRO-ARAB COOPERATION COMMITTEE ENDED THREE DAYS OF 
TALKS IN LUSAKA LAST JANUARY WITHOUT REACHING AGREEMENT 
ON AMOUNT OF AID TO BE ALLOTED TO AFRICAN COUNTRIES. THE ARAB 
NATIONS TURNED DOWN AFRICA'S REQUEST FOR A ROUND FIGURE COMMITMENT 
OF TWO BILLION DOLLARS. THE LUSAKA MEETING GAVE THE AFRICANS 
A TASTE OF THINGS TO COME WHEN IT BECAME CLEAR THE ARAB OIL 
PRODUCERS WOULD REFUSE TO BE DRAWN INTO ANYTHING SPECIFIC. 

— ARABSAND THE AFRICANS NEED EACH OTHER. NEITHER GO UP, 

WHATEVER THEY MAY SAY PRIVATELY ABOUT THE FEAR OF COMMUNISM, 
COULD FEEL COMFORTABLE WITH THE "MONIED WEST OR THE POORER EAST 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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AS BOSON FRIEND.'' 

—ARABS BY HELPING THE AFRICAN STATES TO OVERCOME ECONOMIC 
PROBLEMS, RELATED IN PART TO MASSIVE INCREASES IN THE PRICE OF 
OIL, WILL BE HELPING THEMSELVES IN THE LONG RUN. AFRICA'S ECONOMIC 
IMPORTANCE IN THE FUTURE GOES WITHOUT SAYING. EVEN THE WEST 
RECOGNIZES THIS. ALL THE AFRICAN STATES ARE ASKING IS FOR HELP TO 
SURVIVE THE INCREASED OIL PRICES WHICH "ARE SWELLING TO OVERFLOWING 
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THE COFFERS OF THE OIL PRODUCERS.” 

—BY INVESTING IN THE WEST THE ARABS MAY BE WISE BUT ONLY IN THE 
INTERIM. BASICALLY POOR COUNTIRES, THE ARAB OIL 
PRODUCERS RIGHTFUL PLACE SEEMS TO BE ALONGSIDE THE DEVELOPING 
NATIONS. 

—AID GIVEN THUS FAR HAS BEEN INADEQUATE. IT HAS NOT HELPED THE 
POOREST COUNTRIES TO WITHSTAND THE EFFECTS OF THE OIL PRICE INCREASE. 
IT IS TO BE HOPED THAT WHEN ARAB STATES SPEAK OF INCREASED ECONOMIC 
AID, "THEY APPRECIATE THAT THIS CANNOT BEJUST A AMIDGEN." THE 
ARABS ARE NOT THEIR BROTHER'S KEEPERS. HOWEVER, "THERE IS SOMETHING 
VAGUELY IMMORAL IN DUMPING OLD FRIENDS BECAUSE ONE CAN SUDDENLY 
AFFORD AN AIR CONDITION CADILLAC." 
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